
 
 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 21/08/2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                           
 

        
Detail Victoria Crowe, Twilight, Venice 2014, Detail Richer Twilight, Venice 2019 Dovecot Studios, Victoria Crowe and  
Naomi Robertson, Image Ken Gray.   

 

Venice meets Scotland in a magnificent new tapestry by Dovecot Studios and Victoria 
Crowe.  
 
The tapestry, Richer Twilight, Venice, is a meditation on the city’s Byzantine palette and 
distinctive skyline, which excites artistic comparison with Edinburgh. As Crowe’s fourth 
collaboration with Dovecot Studios, this new work marks a celebration of the artists’ 50-
year career. 
 
While the Italian city of Venice is currently hosting two Scotland-based artists at its 2019 
Biennale, Dovecot Studios brings Venice to Edinburgh by creating a new tapestry of the city with 
Victoria Crowe in celebration of her 50-year artistic career. 
 
Crowe, who is currently the subject of a major retrospective at the City Art Centre and an 
upcoming exhibition at The Scottish Gallery, has long spoken of her tapestry collaborations with 
Dovecot as key achievements in her career. 
 



 

                                                      

Victoria Crowe says,  
“This year has been a pretty special one for me celebrating the retrospective exhibitions, 
so it is great to be collaborating again with Dovecot on a new tapestry. The master 
weavers have such a huge wealth of experience in the great European tradition of hand 
woven tapestry, and it is exciting to watch the development of colour and texture, as well 
as change of scale, from the starting point of one of my own paintings. Scottish artists are 
so lucky to have this world class tapestry studio right here in Edinburgh.” 

 
Dovecot Director Celia Joicey says,  

“Victoria Crowe speaks so intelligently and movingly about what the fine art of tapestry 
means to her that we are thrilled to be developing a new collaboration to celebrate her 
career. In landscape, light and Venice, her choice of subject matter references some of 
the principal genres of Western art, which is a wonderful opportunity for a 21st century 
Tapestry Studio to explore.”  

 
The new tapestry marks a long-standing creative relationship between Crowe and Dovecot that 
began in 2007 with the tapestry Two Views. Unveiled in 2013, The Large Tree Group tapestry was 
woven from Crowe’s painting of the same name, created entirely from un-dyed wool. The 
tapestry was subsequently acquired by National Museums Scotland where it is on permanent 
display. In 2011, Dovecot was commissioned by the Leathersellers’ Company to create an iconic 
40-metre long tapestry for their headquarters in London, with Crowe selected to create the 
design. The result is a celebration of traditional skills and the craftsmanship of textile makers.   
 
For this latest tapestry, Richer Twilight, Venice, Dovecot Studios has chosen to interpret a detail 
from one of Crowe’s Venetian paintings that features the rich jewel-like colours of the city at 
dusk. An artist with a particular affinity for capturing changing light and mood, Crowe’s painting 
Twilight, Venice 2014 offers both a new subject matter and challenge to the weavers. 
 
Master Weaver Naomi Robertson says,  

“This tapestry has brought the grandeur of Venice and the warmth of Italy to our Studios 
over the past few months. Vicky’s study of the city in silhouette has challenged us to 
experiment with blends to show how colours slip and slide into one another as twilight 
turns to night. Working on the tapestry for the last four months has encouraged us to 
consider the magnificence of Edinburgh’s own skyline and palette in parallel to Venice.” 

Titled Richer Twilight, Venice the tapestry is currently being woven at Dovecot Studios and can 
be seen from the public Tapestry Studio Viewing Balcony. The tapestry is available for sale and is 
due to be completed by the end of September 2019.  

To mark this project, Dovecot Studios and City Art Centre are offering a special ticket offer to 

current exhibitions Victoria Crowe: 50 Years of Painting, and Julie Cope’s Grand Tour: The Story 

of a Life by Grayson Perry. Valid until 13 October, the offer allows half price entry to the 

exhibitions upon presentation of full price ticket from partner venue. 
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Notes to editors 

View the work in progress from Tapestry Studio Viewing Balcony: Free admission, Mon-Fri 12:00-15:00, 

Saturday 10:00-17:00.  

Ticket offer details: 

Valid until 13 October, the offer allows half price entry to the exhibitions below upon presentation of full 

price ticket from partner venue. 
 

Julie Cope’s Grand Tour: The Story of a Life by Grayson Perry 

Dovecot Studios, 10 Infirmary Street, Edinburgh EH1 1LT 

Admission £9  

VICTORIA CROWE – 50 Years of Painting 

City Art Centre, 2 Market Street, Edinburgh EH1 1DE 

Admission £6 / £4.50 concessions 

For more information or sales enquiries contact Susan Mc Ateer, Marketing and Sales Manager, Dovecot 
Studios susanmcateer@dovecotstudios.com 0131 550 3665  

About Victoria Crowe 

Born in London, Victoria Crowe trained at the Kingston School of Art and the Royal College of Art. In 1968 
she moved to Scotland and began teaching at Edinburgh College of Art. Crowe is a painter of still life, 
interiors, landscapes, and portraits, and works in oil and watercolour paints. Much of her work is 
autobiographical and she is often inspired by her travels. A member of the Royal Scottish Academy and 
the Royal Scottish Society of Painters in Watercolours, Crowe’s work is held in many public and private 
collections, and she has exhibited extensively both nationally and internationally. 

About Dovecot Studios 
Dovecot is a world-renowned tapestry studio in the heart of Edinburgh and a landmark centre for 
contemporary art, craft, and design. Established in 1912, Dovecot continues a century-long heritage of 
collaboration with international artists to make exceptional and engaging works of art.  
 
Dovecot Studios undertakes public and private commissions, with major tapestry projects including 
collaborations with Chris Ofili, Alison Watt, and Peter Blake. Also specialising in gun-tufted rugs, Dovecot 
have worked with various artists such as Linder, Jim Lambie, and Nicolas Party.  
 
Occupying an extraordinary building, formerly Victorian baths, Dovecot also has an engaging programme 
of exhibitions and events, which expand the conversation around art, craft and design.  
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